
Good readers use tools or strategies to help them better understand 
what they are reading. Here are some reading strategies you may be 
familiar with...Can you guess what they are using the picture and clues 
below it?

V _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _C _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Q _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

R _ _ _ _ _ _ _ P _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Discuss what is going on in 

each picture!
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Visualizing- Forming a mental image of 
what you are reading.Picture what you are 

reading in your mind- 
make a movie 

including smells, 
sounds, sights and 

feelings.

What do you see in 
your mind while 

reading?

The more you 
picture; the more 
you remember and 

understand



Questioning
Asking things 
to help make 

sense of 
what you're 

reading

Wondering 
about things 

in your 
reading.

Finding words 
or phrases 
that are 
unclear



Having an emotional response 
to what you are reading. 

I can’t believe 

he said that to 

him! That is so 

rude. 

I feel bad for 
him in this 
moment. He is 
really sad and 
confused. 

LOL! The part 
where she fell 
in the puddle 
made me laugh 
out loud. 

Awww. He is 
so nice to his 
little brother
<3. 

Reacting:



Using what you already know and your own 
common sense to guess about the future of the 
text. 
-not only what will happen next but predictions 
about character motives and possible conflicts and 
resolutions. 

Predicting: 

What 
does 

good 
predi

cting
 look

 like
?

I think he is going to 
tell his brother what 
happened at the court 
because he seems 
really upset by it. 

I bet Aaron knew 
the car was stolen 
because he 
probably wanted 
Charlie to get in 
trouble. 

I don't think he 
is in a gang 
because he 
didn't want to 
be there and 
didn't go 
through with it. 
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Phase 1- First Read: VISUALIZING 

Read the paragraph to get a basic 

understanding.

We are going to practice annotating using 

sticky notes. For the first read, create a 

yellow sticky note. Our annotations should 

focus on VISUALIZING. 

Newcharlie checked himself out for a 
moment without saying anything. He's 
light brown with thick black eyebrows and 
Mama's nose. He winked at him-self, then 
caught me watching him in the mirror and 
gave me the finger. I looked away from him 
without giving him the finger back. 

What changed you, Cha? I wanted to 
ask him. What made you cold? 

"Ya'll don't go to church no more " 
Aaron nosed. 

I swallowed and caught Newcharlie's 
eye. He looked back at me for a second, then 
frowned.

"Church is for little boys," he said. 
"Little mama's boys. I look like a little 
mama's boy to you?"  Aaron shrugged.

While reading, think 

about visualizing the 

characters, setting, 

conflict, resolution. 

What is the text 

mostly about? What 

did you picture?

*Try using a 

sentence stem to 

begin your sticky 

note. 



Phase 1- First Read: QUESTIONING

Read the paragraph to get a basic 

understanding.

We are going to practice annotating using 

sticky notes. For the first read, create a 

yellow sticky note. Our annotations 

should focus on QUESTIONING. 

Newcharlie checked himself out for a 
moment without saying anything. He's 
light brown with thick black eyebrows and 
Mama's nose. He winked at him-self, then 
caught me watching him in the mirror and 
gave me the finger. I looked away from him 
without giving him the finger back. 

What changed you, Cha? I wanted to 
ask him. What made you cold? 

"Ya'll don't go to church no more 
7"Aaron nosed. 

I swallowed and caught Newcharlie's 
eye. He looked back at me for a second, then 
frowned.

"Church is for little boys," he said. 
"Little mama's boys. I look like a little 
mama's boy to you?"  Aaron shrugged.

While reading, think 

about questioning. 

Do you have 

questions about the 

characters, setting, 

conflict, 

resolution. 

What is the text 

mostly about? What 

are you still 

wondering about?



Phase 2- Second Read: Zooming In

Read the paragraph and focus on what 

words and phrases the author is using to 

give us meaning.

We are going to practice annotating using 

sticky notes. For the second read, create a 

green sticky note. Our annotations 

should focus on REACTING. 

While reading, think about your 

reactions/ emotions. Did any words or 

phrases stick out to you? Did you read 

anything that made you shocked, angry, 

sad, happy, laugh, confused, etc? 

What do you think the mood in the room 

is right now?

*Try using a sentence frame to begin your 

sticky note.  “I FEEL....”  

Newcharlie checked himself out for a 
moment without saying anything. He's 
light brown with thick black eyebrows and 
Mama's nose. He winked at him-self, then 
caught me watching him in the mirror and 
gave me the finger. I looked away from him 
without giving him the finger back. 

What changed you, Cha? I wanted to 
ask him. What made you cold? 

"Ya'll don't go to church no more 
7"Aaron nosed. 

I swallowed and caught Newcharlie's 
eye. He looked back at me for a second, then 
frowned.

"Church is for little boys," he said. 
"Little mama's boys. I look like a little 
mama's boy to you?"  Aaron shrugged.



Phase 2- Second Read: Zooming In

Read the paragraph and focus on what words and 

phrases the author is using to give us meaning.

We are going to practice annotating using sticky 

notes. For the second read, create a green sticky 

note. Our annotations should focus on PREDICTING. 

While reading, think about your any 

predictions that might pop in your head. 

Newcharlie checked himself out for a 
moment without saying anything. He's 
light brown with thick black eyebrows and 
Mama's nose. He winked at him-self, then 
caught me watching him in the mirror and 
gave me the finger. I looked away from him 
without giving him the finger back. 

What changed you, Cha? I wanted to 
ask him. What made you cold? 

"Ya'll don't go to church no more 
7"Aaron nosed. 

I swallowed and caught Newcharlie's 
eye. He looked back at me for a second, then 
frowned.

"Church is for little boys," he said. 
"Little mama's boys. I look like a little 
mama's boy to you?"  Aaron shrugged.

What can you 

predict about the 

characters? What 

kind of 

relationship do 

the boys have? 

(Charlie, the 

narrator, Aaron)

*Try using a 

sentence frame to 

begin your sticky 

note. 



Phase 3- Third Read: Why does it matter?

Read the paragraph,  zoom out and begin 

drawing conclusions using connections you 

made. 

We are going to practice annotating using 

sticky notes. For the third read, create a 

blue sticky note. Our annotations should 

focus on CONNECTING. 

While reading, ask yourself “what is 

important about this text” or “What am I 

supposed to take away from this”. 

Does anything in the text remind you of 

something else, another text, something in 

the world, yourself?

*Try using a sentence frame to begin your 

sticky note. 

Newcharlie checked himself out for a 
moment without saying anything. He's 
light brown with thick black eyebrows and 
Mama's nose. He winked at him-self, then 
caught me watching him in the mirror and 
gave me the finger. I looked away from him 
without giving him the finger back. 

What changed you, Cha? I wanted to 
ask him. What made you cold? 

"Ya'll don't go to church no more 
7"Aaron nosed. 

I swallowed and caught Newcharlie's 
eye. He looked back at me for a second, then 
frowned.

"Church is for little boys," he said. 
"Little mama's boys. I look like a little 
mama's boy to you?"  Aaron shrugged.



Phase 1- First Read: vISUALIZING 

Read the paragraph to get a basic 

understanding.

We are going to practice annotating 

using sticky notes. For the first read, 

create a yellow sticky note. Our 

annotations should focus on 

VISUALIZING. 

While reading, think about visualizing 

the characters, setting, conflict, 

resolution. 

What is the text mostly about? What 

did you picture?

*Try using a sentence frame to begin 

your sticky note. 

         Ty'ree touched the swollen eye and 
Newcharlie 
jerked back and frowned. Then Ty'ree touched 
his lip, real gentle, and Newcharlie let him. 

"It's okay," Ty'ree whispered. 
You just hold on, Charlie. The pain always 

goes away. 
Ty'ree kept telling Newcharlie it was 

gonna be okay. It felt like the moment had 
frozen, like we were all stuck that way-me 
standing a little bit away from them, Ty'ree 
looking like he wanted to hug Newcharlie but 
was scared to and Newcharlie doing 
everything he could not to cry. 

"I ain't do nothing, 'T," Newcharlie 
whispered, his words coming out slow and 
muffled because of his lip. "I swear I didn't. I 
didn't know nothing about it. I swear I didn't 
steal that car."



Phase 1- First Read: qUESTIONING

Read the paragraph to get a basic 

understanding.

We are going to practice annotating 

using sticky notes. For the first read, 

create a yellow sticky note. Our 

annotations should focus on 

QUESTIONING. 

While reading, think about 

questioning. Do you have questions 

about the characters, setting, conflict, 

resolution. 

What is the text mostly about? What 

are you still wondering about?

*Try using a sentence frame to begin 

your sticky note. 

         Ty'ree touched the swollen eye and 
Newcharlie 
jerked back and frowned. Then Ty'ree touched 
his lip, real gentle, and Newcharlie let him. 

"It's okay," Ty'ree whispered. 
You just hold on, Charlie. The pain always 

goes away. 
Ty'ree kept telling Newcharlie it was 

gonna be okay. It felt like the moment had 
frozen, like we were all stuck that way-me 
standing a little bit away from them, Ty'ree 
looking like he wanted to hug Newcharlie but 
was scared to and Newcharlie doing 
everything he could not to cry. 

"I ain't do nothing, 'T," Newcharlie 
whispered, his words coming out slow and 
muffled because of his lip. "I swear I didn't. I 
didn't know nothing about it. I swear I didn't 
steal that car."



Phase 2- Second Read: Zooming In: 

REACTING

Read the paragraph and focus on what 

words and phrases the author is using to 

give us meaning.

We are going to practice annotating using 

sticky notes. For the second read, create a 

green sticky note. Our annotations 

should focus on REACTING. 

While reading, think about your reactions/ 

emotions. Did any words or phrases stick 

out to you? Did you read anything that 

made you shocked, angry, sad, happy, laugh, 

confused, etc? 

What do you think the mood in the room is 

right now?

*Try using a sentence frame to begin your 

sticky note. 

         Ty'ree touched the swollen eye and 
Newcharlie 
jerked back and frowned. Then Ty'ree touched 
his lip, real gentle, and Newcharlie let him. 

"It's okay," Ty'ree whispered. 
You just hold on, Charlie. The pain always 

goes away. 
Ty'ree kept telling Newcharlie it was 

gonna be okay. It felt like the moment had 
frozen, like we were all stuck that way-me 
standing a little bit away from them, Ty'ree 
looking like he wanted to hug Newcharlie but 
was scared to and Newcharlie doing 
everything he could not to cry. 

"I ain't do nothing, 'T," Newcharlie 
whispered, his words coming out slow and 
muffled because of his lip. "I swear I didn't. I 
didn't know nothing about it. I swear I didn't 
steal that car."



Phase 2- Second Read: Zooming In: 

pREDICTING

Read the paragraph and focus on what 

words and phrases the author is using to 

give us meaning.

We are going to practice annotating using 

sticky notes. For the second read, create a 

green sticky note. Our annotations 

should focus on PREDICTING. 

While reading, think about your any 

predictions that might pop in your head. 

What can you predict about the characters? 

What kind of relationship do the boys have? 

(Charlie, the narrator, Aaron)

*Try using a sentence frame to begin your 

sticky note. 

         Ty'ree touched the swollen eye and 
Newcharlie 
jerked back and frowned. Then Ty'ree touched 
his lip, real gentle, and Newcharlie let him. 

"It's okay," Ty'ree whispered. 
You just hold on, Charlie. The pain 

always goes away. 
Ty'ree kept telling Newcharlie it was 

gonna be okay. It felt like the moment had 
frozen, like we were all stuck that way-me 
standing a little bit away from them, Ty'ree 
looking like he wanted to hug Newcharlie but 
was scared to and Newcharlie doing 
everything he could not to cry. 

"I ain't do nothing, 'T," Newcharlie 
whispered, his words coming out slow and 
muffled because of his lip. "I swear I didn't. I 
didn't know nothing about it. I swear I didn't 
steal that car."



         Ty'ree touched the swollen eye and 
Newcharlie 
jerked back and frowned. Then Ty'ree touched 
his lip, real gentle, and Newcharlie let him. 

"It's okay," Ty'ree whispered. 
You just hold on, Charlie. The pain always 

goes away. 
Ty'ree kept telling Newcharlie it was 

gonna be okay. It felt like the moment had 
frozen, like we were all stuck that way-me 
standing a little bit away from them, Ty'ree 
looking like he wanted to hug Newcharlie but 
was scared to and Newcharlie doing 
everything he could not to cry. 

"I ain't do nothing, 'T," Newcharlie 
whispered, his words coming out slow and 
muffled because of his lip. "I swear I didn't. I 
didn't know nothing about it. I swear I didn't 
steal that car."

Phase 3- Third Read: Why does it matter?

CONNECTING

Read the paragraph,  zoom out and begin 

drawing conclusions using connections you 

made. 

We are going to practice annotating using 

sticky notes. For the third read, create a 

blue sticky note. Our annotations should 

focus on CONNECTING. 

While reading, ask yourself “what is 

important about this text” or “What am I 

supposed to take away from this”. 

Does anything in the text remind you of 

something else, another text, something in 

the world, yourself?

*Try using a sentence frame to begin your 

sticky note. 


